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Colonial Office that, in the event of a rising, which was con-
fidentially to be expected, His Majesty disclaimed all responsi-
bility. He begged the High Commissioner either to assume the
conduct of administration or to give himself a free hand to
direct affairs on such lines as he saw fit.
The High Commissioner immediately drafted a strong reply,
pointing out the responsibility of the King in the situation.
The letter was withheld, however, in order that it might not
mar the approaching anniversary of King Faisal's accession.
The two Nationalist political parties, Hizb al-Watanl^
(National Party), and Hizb an-Nahdha* (Renaissance Party),
which, with the Hizb al-Hurr* (Independent Party), had been
formed in early August to take part in the prospective elections,4
thought the moment opportune to add their weight to the pro-
tests against the Mandate. At a joint meeting, on November
20th and 2ist, under the presidency of Saiyid Muhammad as-
Sadr, the parties drew up an address which they presented to
the King.5 The address culminated in three demands:
 1.	Immediate termination of the present policy and of
British influence.
 2.	Selection of a Cabinet, members of which were to be
sincere patriots, possessing the confidence of the people.
 3.	Suspension of treaty negotiations until the meeting of
the constituent Assembly, its members having been
freely elected.6
Arrangements were also made by the parties for a joint public
protest on August 2$rd at th£ anniversary celebration.7
On the morning of the 23rd, when the High Commissioner
1	Programme: Al-Mufid, August 8th, 1923.
2	Al-'Iraq, Au|
_, August loth, 1922", Programme: Al-Mufid, August 2ist, 1922.
* Baghdad Times, August nth, 1922.
4	The Law of Associations, under which the parties were strictly regulated
had been approved, after much delay, by the Council on June 29th, and pro-
mulgated on July 2nd, 1922. Compilation, 1920-1923, pp. 56-8.
5	Al-Mufid, August 22nd, 1922.
6	Al-Rafidan and Al-Mufid, June 2$rd, 1922.
7	Al-Iraq and Al-Mufid, August 25th, 1922.
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